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The EU: A Unique Political Model

Charles Grant,
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The Institutions of the EU:
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Supranational institutions:
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EU Policymaking:
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1. Centralised policies are decided at the EU level-
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2. Policy areas where power is shared between the EU and national governments-
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3. Policy controlled at the national level:
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The future of the EU-
The current economic crisis - -
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QUESTIONS:
Q: Is Russia the biggest problem for the EU?
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Q: Should there be more EU-wide funds to help countries in financial trouble?
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Q: A Dutch MP, Geert Wilders, planned to show a controversial film about Islam at the House
of Lords in February, but he was refused entry into the UK. Why did the EU allow the UK
Government to deny him entry?
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Q: What are the problems with creating an EU-wide energy policy?
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Q: What are the flaws within the EU as a political model?
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Q: How far should the EU expand? Should Turkey become a member of the EU?
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Q: What is the benefit of being a member of the EU?
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Q: Why aren’t we like Norway - in the single market, but not part of the EU?
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June 2009: European Parliament elections

The role of UK political parties at the EU level

Jean-Paul Floru "9
Dinti Batstone "9
Anne Fairweather "9

David Campbell Bannerman #:59 * 9

Jean Paul Floru - Conservative Party candidate:
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Dinti Batstone - Liberal Democrat candidate
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Anne Fairweather - Labour Party candidate
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David Campbell Bannerman - United Kingdom Independence Party candidate
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QUESTIONS:

Q: For democracy to work in the European Parliament, do we need stronger parties at

the European level?
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Q: If the Conservatives pull out of the European People’s Party (EPP) they will have
less influence. Why should we vote Conservative?
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Q: Is the European Parliament a ““real” Parliament?
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Q: Mr Campbell Bannerman commented that the European Parliament is Soviet. Could
he explain this?
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Q: What is UKIP’s alternative to the EU?
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Q: People need to be properly informed to enable real debate before a referendum on

something as important as the Lisbon Treaty. Is this possible when the British media is
very eurosceptic?
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Q: Is a eurosceptic stance unproductive because it means that you can’t achieve
anything in Europe?
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Q: The EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) makes goods more expensive for the
third world. Shouldn’t poor countries be allowed to export more easily?
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European Economics: Can the EU help to

avoid financial turmoil?
Graeme Leach,

9 $

Britain’s EU membership is not economically beneficial:
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If Britain had been a member of the euro, it would have worsened the economic crisis

by limiting the British Government’s ability to respond:
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European banks are not more responsible than British or American banks:
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The Populist danger:
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Conclusion:

QUESTIONS:

Q: Why should taxpayers pay to bailout the banks?
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Q: Will Hungary’s problems with paying back its loans to Austria
(highlighted in the Economist article) affect the EU as a whole?
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Q: Should the EU establish a body to regulate banks in the EU to prevent
a similar financial crisis, or would that be too difficult to coordinate?
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Q: A number of EU member states (including Ireland, Greece and Spain)
have breached the EU’s GDP budget deficit maximum of 3%. What
disciplinary response can we expect from the EU? Will work?
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Q: If you advocate Free Trade, isn’t the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) a more useful organisation than the European Union?
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Q: Could the eurozone countries get the world out of the recession?
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Q: Why did the UK join the EU if it wasn’t for political union?
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EU law: a help or hindrance to business

performance?
Ruth Lea,
The current economic crisis is historic and dangerous-
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To perform well businesses need-
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Policy priorities - weighing the costs and benefits of EU regulation
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Why is the EU interested in business regulation in the UK?
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The EU Working Time Directive
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Is EU regulation a good, or a bad thing?
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Climate Change Regulations:
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Conclusion:
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Questions:

Q: Is any sector exempt from the EU’s Working Time Directive?
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Q: Does the UK have an opt-out for people who want to work more than 48
hrs?
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Q: Could the UK Parliament implement the Working Time Directive if we
remained a sovereign country?
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Q: There will reportedly be fewer Billionaires because of the economic

downturn. How can policy makers take the opportunity presented by the
downturn to improve the distribution of income?
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Does the EU need to present a united front to tackle climate change?
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What is your opinion on EU migrant workers?
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Q:

Should we leave the EU to avoid excessive regulation?
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Debate: Do we need a referendum on the

Lisbon Treaty?

Derek Scott $6 $ @
Richard Laming ! $

Derek Scott:
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Richard Laming:
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Questions:

Q: Do we need a referendum on all constitutional issues? (from Richard Laming to
Derek Scott)
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Q: Do people who are calling for a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty ultimately want
to leave the EU? (from Richard Laming to Derek Scott)
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Q: Is a referendum on pulling out of the EU pointless because we can’t actually pull
out of the EU?
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Isn’t the European Question different from every other kind of constitutional
guestion because we did not give the Government permission to surrender the right
to make laws to somebody else outside the country?
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Q: Could we just have a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty, or to have a referendum
on the Lisbon Treaty we have to have a referendum on Scotland’s Independence and
the Monarchy?
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Q: Voter turnout at European Parliament (EP) elections is very low. Wouldn’t it be

unrepresentative if too few people voted in a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty?
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Q: The media reports about of EU regulation on the shape and size of a banana
makes me cynical about whether the general public could make an informed
decision. | would be in favour of a referendum if we could be sure that the British
public could be properly informed.
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Q: Is it possible to have a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty if the UK Parliament has
already ratified it?
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Q: Parliament cannot bind its successors. Therefore shouldn’t the Lisbon Treaty be
abandoned because it would supersede UK law?
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Q: There were referenda on the EU Constitution in France and The Netherlands. The
people who are calling for a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty are not looking to
overturn the vote in Parliament, but they were always promised a referendum.

- 1 ! B # /
- # B # #

% D

& /
- B B ! !
! 2
? /
&
% # ! B #
% #/

Q: Does the Lisbon Treaty strengthen democracy by strengthening the powers of
National Parliaments to question EU legislation?
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Q: If a referendum here in Britain produced the “wrong” result do you think it would
be ignored like Ireland’s rejection of the Lisbon Treaty in the referendum last June?
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Q: Would Tony Blair make a good EU President?
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Q: Is Britain’s problem with the EU that we really don’t feel European?
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