
EU Facts, Civitas’ education resource on the 
EU for A-level students, has now been re-
quested by over 200 schools and feedback 
has been genuinely positive: 
 
           “Just a line to congratulate you and 
Civitas on the EU factsheets, which are very 
helpful. I am sure that students will find the 
format convenient and will get a great deal 
out of them.” 
           -St. John’s College, Southsea 
 
           “It's good to see an organisation that 
seems to appreciate the needs of schools by 
supplying usable material instead of just 
'ideas'!” 
           -Queen Elizabeth Grammar School 
 
The resource will be launched officially at 
our National 6th Form Conference: “What 
does the future hold for the EU?” (see over-
leaf) and sent to all UK MEPs among others 
with a view to promoting it. 
 
We are also currently  looking at the possibil-
ity of developing the resource as a set of 
handouts, or lesson plans, and simplifying it 
for use in GCSE citizenship lessons. 
 
I will be travelling to Strasbourg next week, 
to seek the ideas of a number of MEPs on al-
ternative ways in which we might be able to 
raise awareness of the EU, and what it does, 
among young people. 

EU Education Programme Update: 
EU FACTS 

Every Tuesday the Civitas blog page focuses on 
issues relating to the European Union.   
 
06/02    More knowledge = more Euro-sceptic? 
            James Gubb on opinion polls 
30/01    Apparently you can’t protect the environ-
            ment if you’re Euro-sceptic! 
            James Gubb on EU environmental policy 
23/01    Could EU law do the NHS a favour?! 
            James Gubb on  the NHS and competition 
17/01    Take a long, hard, look in the mirror 
            Sarko 
            James Gubb on Sarkozy and Turkey 
10/01    British liberty before European law 
            James McConalogue on EU law 
03/01    A fresh start for the EU? Unlikely! 
            Pete Quentin on the EU in 2007 
19/12    A time for optimism? 
            James Gubb on division within the EU 
12/12    Reversing the ‘culture of hopelessness’ 
            James Gubb on Cameron’s EU  ‘policy’ 
( 

www.civitas.org.uk/blog/archives/
european_union/) 

Civitas European Union Blogs 

07/02/07 
 
Dear Speaker, 
 
Thank you for your support of the Civitas EU education programme 
over the last few months.  This has been our busiest period yet, 
with 83 EU-sceptical talks/EU debates taking place at schools 
around the country, which would not have been possible without 
your efforts.   
 
I actually took it upon myself to give a talk at a school in Watford 
just before the Christmas break, which really brought home to me 
the importance of this project.  Students were genuinely shocked 
by statistics, such as that over 50% of our laws now come from 
Brussels, which stimulated a healthy half-an-hour of questions.  
Perhaps I was fortuitous in the school I picked, but it seems when 
students gain even some knowledge of the EU, their ambivalence 
towards it soon disappears. 
 
My attention at the moment is focused on our second National 6th 
Form Conference on the EU, which will be taking place on 8th 
March (see overleaf).  Student bookings have now almost reached 
capacity and, with a fantastic billing, it promises to be as success-
ful as the last.  If you wish to attend, please do let me know. 
 
Best wishes,  
 
James Gubb (Europe Project Manager) 

EU Developments 

Angela Merkel has informed the European Parliament (17/01/07) 
that Europe will be making ‘an historic mistake’ if an agreement 
is not reached on the EU Constitution.  This will almost certainly 
set the EU on a collision course with its member states.  At a 
summit meeting in Madrid (26/01/07), leaders of countries 
’friendly’ to the Constitution resolved to make the new EU Con-
stitution even more ambitious.  Germany is apparently pushing 
for the inclusion of a social protocol, incorporating an EU mini-
mum wage.  Others, including the UK, apparently want a ‘simple 
Constitution’ to avoid referenda.     

EU CONSTITUTION PROCESS RELAUNCHED 

EU foreign ministers agreed on 11/12/06 to freeze eight of Tur-
key’s 35 EU negotiating chapters, largely in response to Turkey’s 
failure to open its ports to Cypriot ships; which is illegal under an 
EU-Turkey customs agreement.  Turkish membership now looks 
increasingly unlikely, given that re-opening the chapters would 
require a unanimous vote from the EU’s 27 member states, in-
cluding Cyprus.  Austria and France (if Sarkozy is elected) have 
also pledged to hold referendums on the issue, which would al-
most certainly return a negative verdict.      

TURKEY’S EU MEMEBERSHIP TALKS IN THE BALANCE 

The ECB has been the subject of a barrage of criticism from the 
French government, and presidential hopefuls, for ignoring the 
needs of the French economy.  Moreover, an FT-commissioned 
poll found that over two-thirds of French, Italian and Spanish and 
over half of German people believe the euro has damaged their 
national economies.  Reports released by the German Marshall 
Fund and the Conseil d’Analyse Economique also found that the 
euro has provided no obvious benefits.  However, the OECD 
placed the blame squarely on inflexibility and a lack of liberalisa-
tion in eurozone economies, rather than on the euro itself. 

UNREST IN THE EURO-ZONE 



EU-Education (academic year 2006-7) 

Civitas—The Institute for the Study of Civil Society.   
77 Great Peter Street, London, SW1P 2EZ  

 
We welcome any feedback from 

speakers on any aspect of the pro-
gramme, and this newsletter.   

 
For further information on the EU-

Education programme, or to request 
any of the resources that are avail-
able, please contact James Gubb at 

Civitas: james.gubb@civitas.org.uk or 
020 7799 6677 

CIVITAS National 6th Form Conference on the EU,  
8th March 07 

The billing for the second annual Civitas National 6th Form Con-
ference on the EU has been finalised: 

 
10.30 am 

European Institutions and the European Political Model  
Charles Grant, Centre for European Reform  

 
11.10am  

The EU and its Member States  
Austin Mitchell MP 

 
11.50am  

The impact of the EU on Business  
Sir Martin Jacomb, Chairman, Canary Wharf Group PLC  

 
12.30pm  
Lunch  

 
1.30pm  

Britain and the Euro  
Larry Elliott, Economics Editor, The Guardian  

 
2.10pm  

Debate: Britain and Europe: What does the Future Hold?  
Ken Clarke QC MP, Former Chancellor of the Exchequer  

Lord Pearson of Rannoch,  Author Should we stay or should we 
go?  

 
Emmanuel Centre, Marsham Street, Westminster.  

Doors open at 10am.   
 

If you are interested in attending then please contact  
James Gubb at Civitas.     

The Civitas website has been redesigned, 
to include a page specifically for speakers, 
see: www.civitas.org.uk/speakers/index.
php.   
 
This includes links to a number of re-
sources to assist speakers in preparing EU-
sceptical talks to schools: 
 
- NEW: The EU: An Introduction from the 
Euro-sceptic perspective 
PowerPoint presentation designed for talks 
to students with little, or no, prior knowl-
edge of the EU. 
-  NEW: The EU: A Euro-sceptic View 
PowerPoint presentation designed for talks 
to students with at least some prior 
knowledge of the EU. 
-  NEW: The Future of the EU: Where do 
we go now? 
Summaries of arguments presented by 
speakers at the European Foundation’s 
conference in Prague. 
-  EU Member States Statistics Fact-File 
Statistics on key economic and social indi-
cators across the EU member states. 
-  EU Facts CD 
Factsheets on various aspects of the EU, 
its institutions, policies and member 
states. 
-  Complimentary books 
4 Civitas publications on the EU. 

Feedback from Schools 

Speaker Information and Resources 

 
Constructive criticism from schools and speakers alike tends to adhere 
to the importance of extensive communication between the speaker 
and school prior to the event.  We shall push this point again with 
schools, but would recommend that the following questions are asked 
in advance of any talk: 
 
           1. Number of students and age profile; 
 
           2. The level of knowledge of the EU among the students and 
their interest in it; particularly are they studying the EU or is the talk 
meant as ‘enrichment’? 
 
           3. Is there anything in particular to cover (e.g. in relation to 
the curriculum the students may be following)?  If it is a debate, it is 
probably worth agreeing a title with the teacher concerned. 
 
           4. Have (or are) the students hearing the pro-EU side? 
 
           5. The format of the talk/debate; i.e. how long should the 
presentation be and how long should be left for Q&A?  

Students question Chris Heaton-Harris MEP on the role 

of the European Parliament at last year’s conference 

(photo by Noah da Costa noah@noahdacosta.com) 


