Germany (Deutschland)
Recent history
Having experienced enormous political upheaval during the twentieth century, the modern German political system
puts strong emphasis on stability and consensus. After World War II, Germany was divided into two nations: the
Federal Republic of West Germany (West Germany) and the communist German Democratic Republic (East Germany).
After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 these two states were reunified and the Federal Republic of Germany was
created in 1990. After eighteen years of centre-right government under Chancellor Helmut Kohl, a Social Democratic
Party (SPD)-Green coalition was elected in 1998 led by Chancellor Gerhard Schröder. Having won re-election in 2002,
Chancellor Schröder continued to govern until 2005 when the SPD lost seats at an early election. From 2005-09,
Germany was governed by a Grand Coalition between politicians from Germany’s two main parties, the SPD and
Christian Democratic Union (CDU). The Grand Coalition faced pressure to reform Germany’s social model due to high
unemployment and an expensive welfare system.
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During the 2013 election, the CDU obtained its best result since 1990: the party won over 40% of the votes and almost
half of the seats. Germany is currently led again by a Grand Coalition between the CDU, its sister party the Christian
Social Union of Bavaria (CSU) and the SPD, this time under the leadership of Chancellor Angela Merkel (CDU).
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

Germany (Deutschland)
Germany and the EU
As a founding member of the EU, the German government has
frequently been at the forefront of the process of European integration.
Germany has signed up to all major integration policies – including the
Schengen Convention and Economic and Monetary Union. However,
several leading politicians in Germany have expressed concern about
further enlargement of the EU, in particular Turkish membership. In
addition, the Eurosceptic party Alternative for Germany was founded
in 2013 and has since then gained significant representation in several
Bundesländer.
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Facts and figures
 Germany has the world’s fourth biggest economy
 Germans have a life expectancy of 78 years for men and 83 years for women
 Germany’s main exports are motor vehicles, electrical machinery and metals
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government. If that does not work out, new elections may be called.

